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ONTARIO TENDER FRUIT HEROES

Grower dedication and passion deliver on tradition of fresh, high-quality fruit

For Ontario’s more than 500 growers of peaches, pears and plums, the summer harvest season is the culmination of a process that begins as soon as the previous one ends. The province’s growers produce nearly 40,000 tons of tender fruit annually, creating more than 12,000 full- and part-time jobs and provide a $200 million boost to the economy. 

Local tender fruit season begins in the month of July, however the long road to picking starts in December of the year prior.  Growers such as Phil Tregunno of Tregunno Fruit Farms, a fourth generation farmer with 30-years experience in running his 600-acre operation, repair and update equipment and facilities through to February. This is followed by extensive crop pruning, which takes place from March to mid-June. Within that time, to maintain proper crop rotation, more than 30 acres are removed and re-planted, translating, in his case, to 5,500 new trees a year. Also, the existing trees are thinned, removing excess fruit to help increase the size and sugar of the remaining crop, resulting in large, sweet peaches, pears and plums.

“Similar to any business involved in producing and marketing a product, our challenges are constant,” says Tregunno. “Where we differ is the affect of weather on our operation, as harsh conditions can delay, damage or completely wipe out an entire crop.”  

During the season, technological advancements such as computerized packing lines, providing faster, gentler handling of the fruit, have helped in the packing process. At its peak, Tregunno’s farm, with its mix of commodities is able to pack approximately 40 tons (80,000 lb) of fruit per day.

However technological advancements cannot beat hand picking as the preferred method of collection for most tender fruit varieties. At peak season Tregunno can have up to 100 people employed at his farm. Additional harvesting help comes from offshore. Annually, pickers from Mexico and the Caribbean travel to Ontario to provide their services. In some cases, multiple-generations have worked with the same Ontario farm family for years. 
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“What sets Ontario’s crop apart from international produce is our proximity to our major markets,” says Chris Andrewes, a fifth generation Beamsville, Ontario grower of tender fruit. “We are able to pick and deliver our fruit at its maximum maturity, maintaining the fresh tradition of Ontario’s growers that has been established over several generations.”

Growing up on the farm, Andrewes was born into the family business. As a grower with an operation that, at its peak season, packs and ships more than 30 tons (60,000 lb) of fruit, he cannot see himself doing anything else. 

“Growing fruit is a demanding business, but also a very rewarding one,” says Andrewes. “It is my hope that people appreciate and enjoy our produce so we can continue to grow and deliver locally produced, high-quality fresh fruit in Ontario.”

Tregunno agrees.

“In Niagara-on-the-Lake, there are lots of accountants, lawyers and others trying to be farmers,” he says. “Maybe it’s an indication of how satisfying it can be. Personally, I have no desire to change careers, my morning traffic consists of rabbits, raccoons and the odd deer.”

Although a taxing and potentially volatile business, the passion Ontario’s growers have for their trade is evident in the care they take of the nearly 2.1 million tender fruit trees, annually delivering Canadian consumers fresh, delicious fruit for recipes, preserves or to simply be eaten out of hand. 

About the Ontario Tender Fruit Producers

The Ontario Tender Fruit Producers’ Marketing Board operates under the Farm Products Marketing Act and represents all producers of tender fruit who market to either the fresh or processing market. The Board has more than 500 grower-members. Over 90 per cent of all tender fruit crop production is generated from the Niagara Peninsula. The remainder is located in Norfolk County and in southwestern Ontario.
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For further information please contact:

Jason Chennette, Faye Clack Communications Inc., 905-206-0577 ext. 243

jchennette@fayeclack.com
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www.ontariotenderfruit.com

